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The B-Club
Blackburn Beavers Booster Club


Purpose
The B Club is a booster organization of alumni, parents, students, and friends of Blackburn College Athletics.  The B Club is dedicated to assist Blackburn College Intercollegiate athletic programs through volunteer service, fund-raising, recruitment (as allowed by NCAA), attendance at home and away athletic contests and acting as ambassadors by promoting Blackburn College Athletics.  The B Club is organized as part of Blackburn College and is not an independent entity.  The operation of the B Club is subject to the authority of the President of Blackburn College and the Blackburn College Board of Trustees.

Article I – Name
The name of the booster club shall be “The B Club”, Blackburn College, Carlinville, Illinois 62626
Article II – Members
Membership in the B Club is open to all persons and entities who wish to support and improve the quality of Blackburn Intercollegiate Athletic programs.
A minimum annual membership fee shall be established by resolution of the B Club Board of Directors.  Such fee shall be paid in order to be considered an active B Club member.  
Article III – Board of Directors
Section 1.  The B Club will be governed by a Board of Directors.  The Board of Directors will consist of voting members who serve three (3) year or shorter terms beginning either the day of the annual spring meeting in the year in which they are elected or at such other time as specifically designated by the Board of Directors.  The terms of the initial Board of Directors are to be staggered so no more than approximately one third of the voting members are being elected in any year.  The initial Board of Directors will consist of nine members split into terms as follows: three members serving a one year term, three members serving a two year term and three members serving a three year term.  No person may serve for more than three consecutive terms.
Section 2.  Members of the Board of Directors will be elected in the following manner:
a) The initial B Club Board of Directors will be selected and assigned a length of term by a committee appointed by the President of the College.
b) Each following year, the Board of Directors will implement the following process to fill anticipated Board vacancies prior to the annual B Club Board of Directors meeting in the spring semester of the year. 
1. The Board of Directors shall elect a Nominating Committee consisting of an odd number of no less than 3 members of the Board of Directors
2. The Nominating Committee shall prepare a list of nominations to fill the anticipated voting member vacancies and report the list to the Board of Directors.  Persons eligible to serve as voting members of the Board of Directors must be an active B Club member, be able to attend Board meetings on the Blackburn College campus at their sole expense at least once per year, be enthusiastic about the support of Blackburn Athletics and commit to the B Club as a priority while on the Board of Directors.
3. The Board of Directors will vote on all candidates submitted by the Nominating Committee, candidates nominated by Board members and by any petitions received by the Athletic Director.  Those candidates receiving the highest number of votes in relation to the number of vacancies will be declared elected.  If there is an equal number of candidates to the number of Board vacancies, all candidates will be declared elected.  
4. The newly-elected Board members will be eligible to attend, participate and vote in the annual spring B Club meeting.  Outgoing Board members may also attend and participate in the spring meeting but will no longer be eligible to vote.
c) Any vacancy occurring on the Board prior to the spring meeting may be filled by the Board of Directors.  If the vacancy causes there to be less than seven Directors, the Board will fill the vacancies as soon as reasonably possible. 
Section 3.  The following persons will be non-voting ex-officio members of the Board of Directors:  the immediate Past President if he/she is not a current member of the Board of Directors, the Athletic Director, two intercollegiate coaches (one representing a women’s team and one representing a men’s team), the President of the College, a representative from the Office of Institutional Advancement, two students from the Blackburn College Athletic Advisory Committee (one male and one female) and a representative of the Blackburn College Alumni Board.  
Section 4.   Participation by fifty percent of the voting members of the Board of Directors will constitute a quorum.  
Section 5.  The business and affairs of the B Club will be managed on a day-to-day basis by the Athletic Director with the oversight and advice of the Board of Directors, subject to the approval of the President of Blackburn College.
Section 6.  The Board of Directors will meet at least once a year in the spring and will meet at other times during the year as determined by the Board of Directors.  The time, place and notice of such meetings will be determined by the Board.  Special meetings may be called by the President of the Board or by a petition of the majority of Directors with a five day notice to all Directors.   
Section 7.  Directors may serve no more than three consecutive complete three-year terms.
Section 8.  Directors will be expected to attend all meetings of the Board and contribute to the B Club’s efforts to support Blackburn Intercollegiate Athletics in other ways.  A Director may be removed from the Board, by a majority vote of the Board, for failure to pay annual membership fees or for failure to actively participate in or contribute to B Club activities over an extended period of 12 months or more.  


Article IV – Officers
Section 1.  The officers of the B Club shall include a President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer.  All Officers shall be elected to a 2-year term.  An officer may serve no more than two terms as Vice-President and two terms as President.  
Section 2.  The President shall preside at all meetings of the B Club. The President shall be an ex-officio member of all committees of the B Club.
Section 3.  The Vice-President shall preside at meetings of the Club in the absence of the President. In the event of inability or refusal of the President to act or continue to serve prior to the end of his/her term, the Vice-President shall perform the duties of the President, and when so acting shall have all powers of the President.  
Section 4.  The Secretary shall keep the minutes of all meetings of the B Club.  
Section 5.  The Treasurer shall monitor and report on all funds of the B Club.  
Article V – Committees
Section 1.  B Club Committees, including standing and ad hoc committees as well as task forces, shall have such powers and responsibilities as may be delegated by the Board of Directors.
Section 2.  The President of the Board of Directors shall appoint all committee chairs and members.  The chairs and members of the Committees may, but need not be, members of the Board of Directors.  The President shall be an ex-officio member of all committees.  
Article VI – Finances  
Section 1.  Membership fees collected by or on behalf of the B Club, unrestricted gifts to the B Club, and funds raised by the B Club activities shall be used, in their entirety, to support the Blackburn College Intercollegiate Athletics program either directly or through the establishment of an endowment for that purpose.  Restricted gifts to the B Club shall be used for the specific purposes designated by the donor.  The B Club’s activities and fundraising are intended solely to supplement, and not be the primary source of financial and administrative support for Blackburn College Intercollegiate Athletics.
Section 2.  Use of funds generated by membership fees, unrestricted gifts and fundraising activities of the B Club (“Club Funds”) shall be administered in a manner consistent with the following principles:
a.  The Board of Directors shall have the authority to determine whether, and to what extent, Club Funds shall be contributed to an endowment for Blackburn College Intercollegiate Athletics.  If an endowment is established from Club Funds, it will be managed by Blackburn College in a manner consistent with other college endowed funds.
b. Club Funds not contributed to an endowment, as well as revenue generated by an endowed fund shall be administered by the Athletic Director who is responsible to the President of the College.  Priorities for the Club Funds will be developed by the Athletic Department and presented by the Athletic Director for consultation with the Board of Directors annually.  
c. At the annual spring meeting of the Board of Directors, the Athletic Director shall report to the Board on the expenditure of B Club funds during the past year.
Section 3.  Administration of funds budgeted by Blackburn College for the operation of the B Club will be the responsibility of the Athletic Director, who will consult with the Board of Directors, subject to the approval of the President of Blackburn College.  
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